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king of the vultures 

Iting of the vultures : king vulture 

king orange n 1 : a citrus tree that produces a moderate sized 

fruit with a rich savory pulp enclosed in a thick deep orange^ 

yellow to orange tuberculated rind and that maybe a variety 

of the mandarin or a hybrid possibly between this and the 

sweet orange 2 : the fruit of the king orange 
King ortolan n 1 : king rail 2 : Florida oallinule 
king parrot n : any of various Australian birds (genus Alister- 

us) of the family Psittacidae; esp I an Austral- 
ian parrot (A. scapulatus) about 16 inches 

long that is chiefly bright scarlet on the head 

and underparts and green above 
king penguin « : a large penguin (Aptenodytes 

patagonica) of the Faiklands and Kergueien 
kingpin « l : any of several bowling 

pins; as a ; headpin to : the number 5 

pin 2 : one that holds a chief or most prom- 
inent place in a group or undertaking <~ of 

the great steel industry — F.L.Allen) <sought 

by the government ... as the ~ of dope 

peddiers — Associated Pressy (recognized 

m the tailor-made car field — Ethyl News} 

3 a : KINGBOLT 1 b : knuckle pin 4 : one 

that holds together a complex system or 

arrangement <the . . . chancellor is fully 

aware of the fact that he is the '-^ of the 

constitutional setup — CJ.Friedrich & HJ. 

Spiro) 

king plank n : the center plank of a wooden 
deck 

king post « 1 ; a vertical member connecting the apex of 

triangular truss (as of a roof) with 
the base — called also crown post; 
see ROOF illustration 2 : a short 
strong tubular mast that supports 
the cargo boom of a shipboara der- 
rick — called also derrick post, sam- 
son post 

king-post truss n : a truss having a 

vertical central strut 
king quail n, Austral : FAINTED quail b 
king rail n ; a rather large long-billed No. American rail 

{Rallus elegans) having plumage streaked above with black 

and tawny olive and a niious or cinnamon>red breast when in 

full plumage 

king rod « : kingbolt 2 

king row n 1 ; a row of four playing squares on the edge of a 
checkerboard nearest each player 2 : the men on a king row 
at the start of a game of checkers <to keep a king row intact) 

king rummy n ; a card game of the contract irummy group 

kings pt oj KING, pres 3d sing oj kino 

king salmon n : a large usu. red-fleshed salmon {Oncorhyn- 
chus tshawytscha) of the northern Pacific ocean that attains an 
average weight of about 20 pounds but is reported to some- 
times exceed 100 pounds and is of great commercial importance 
— ' called also black salmon, Chinook salmon, guinnat salmon 

king's beadsman n : beadsman 2b 

king's bench n, usu cap K&B [ME kyngesbenchel I cotmx of 
kino's bench 

king's birthday n, usu cap K&B x the legal holiday on which 
the British monarch's birthday is publicly celebrated in the 
United Kingdom and many other parts of the Commonwealth 

and F-mpirc 

king's blue n 1 : a light to moderate blue that is greener and 
less strong than bluet 2 : smalt 2 3 : cobalt blue la 

king's books n pi : the crown taxation list of ecclesiastical 
benefices and preferments in England 

king's champion «, usu cap K&C ; one who formerly at the cor- 
onation of the sovereign of England declared his readiness 
to defend the sovereign's title to the crown against any chal- 
ieiif-^er 

king's color n, often cap K&C 1 ! a union jack carried on the 
rijUit of ihc regimental color by most British regiments 2 : a 
while cnsiiin bcarini; the royal cipher used on ceremonial occa- 
sions by ilic R(jyal Navy 

king's counsel «, usu cap K&C 1 : a group of barristers of 
preeminence selected upon nomination of the lord chancellor 
to serve as counsel to the British crown and as such entitled to 
certain honorary privileges (as the wearing of a silk gown) 

2 ; a member of this group of barristers <the first woman 
attorney to win the high legal distinction of being a King's 
Counsel -~P. J.Noel-Baker) 

king's english n, usu cap K&E 1 : standard, pure, or correct 
English speech or usage (can think as speedily in classic Greek 
as ... in the King's English —Saturday RevJ) 2 : English 
speech used by educated persons in southern England <sepa- 
rating the King's English from the American language — ^M.A. 
Pei) 

king's evidence n, usu cap K ; one who gives evidence for the 

crown in British criminal proceedings (willingness to turn 

King's evidence} — compare state's evidence 
king's evil n, often cap K&E [ME hinges evil; fr. the belief that 

it could be healed by the touch of a king] : scrofula 
king's-fern \'=^,«\ n, pi king's-fems ; royal fern 
king's triends n pl^ often cap K&F : members of the British 

parliament supportmg the attempts of George III to increase 

the personal power of the monarch <the King's Friends . . . 

were in the main recruited from the ranks of the Tories 

— Sidney Low Sc F.S. Pulling) 
king's-truit n, pi king's-Irults s manoostebn 
king's gritU n t king's peace i 

king.ship \'kia,ship\ n l : the office of king <the traditional 

attributes of D.W.S.Lidderdale) (r^ . , . has always been 

a symbol of national unity — Ernest Barker) 2 : the quality 

or state of being a king : majesty <the king is thus divested of 
his and . . . becomes merely a corpse — J.G.Frazer) 

3 : government by a king : a monarchical form of government 
headed by a king (the medieval theory of —G.H.Sabine) 
.(whose contribution to the cause of was less . . . enduring 
— Hector Boiitho) 

king-size or king-sized adf X : longer than the 

regular or standard size — used of a cigarette (about the 
length of a /cwg-iizecj' cigarette — Scientific Monthly} 2 : much 
larger in size than is usual for a particular class of things 
: oversize (regular or king-size portions — N.Y. Times} (a 
king-size cocktail) (Jcingsize bed six by seven feet) 3 : ex- 
ceeding others of the kind in some conspicuous quality 
: extraordinary <a king-size hobby — Barisara Lenox) (a 
king-size movie) (a king-size lightning storm) 

king's man « 1 : an adherent of the king; esp : a supporter of 
the British cause during the American Revolution (neither 
king's man nor rebel — Sat. Eve. Post} 2 I a customhouse 
officer 

king's mark n, usu cap K : an official mark consisting of a 
leopard's or lion's head crowned that is used as part of a hall- 
mark 

king snake n : any of numerous brightly marked colubrid 
snakes (genus Lampropeltis) of the southern and central U.S. 
that are voracious consumers of rodents — called also milk 

snake 

King snapper n [so called fr. the marking on the young which 
suggest the mark the British Board of Ordance places upon 
government stores] : government bream 

king sora n : Florida oallinule 

king's paprika n [trans, of G kdnigspaprikaj : Hungarian 
paprika that is made from whole peppers including seeds and 
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upright when the mdder is fore and aft and is usu, distin- 
guished by a Turk's head 
king's proctor n, usu cap K&P : an officer of the judiciary in 
England who may intervene in actions for divorce chiefly to 

prevent collusive proceedings 
king's purple n : royal purple 2 

king's ransom n : a very large sum of money <a rare book 
sometimes sells for a king's ransom — R.D.Altick) 

king's regulations n pi, usu cap K&R : regulaUons for the 
British armed forces issued by the crown 

king's remembrancer n, usu cap K&R : an officer of the 
British judiciary who is responsible for the collection of debts 
due to the monarch 

king's scholar n, usu cap K&S : a student in an English school 
or college who is supported by a foundation created by or un- 
der the auspices of a king (a King's Scholar at Cambridge) 

king's scout n, usu cap K&S i a boy scout who has achieved 
the highest rating in British scouting by earning ten profi- 
ciency badges including four from a required list 

king's Shillinp; « ; a shilling whose acceptance by a recruit 
from a recruiting officer constituted until 1879 a binding 
enlistment in the British army (he's taken the king's shilling} 

king's Silver n, usu cap K ; po.$t-fine 

king's spear Brit : jacob's-rod 

kings. ton X'kinzton, -QCk)st-\ adj, usu cap tfr. Kingston, 
Jamaica ] : of or from Kingston, the capital of Jamaica ; of the 
kind or style prevalent in Kington 

kingston valve n, usu cap K tprob. fr. the F. C. Kingston Co., 
Los Angeles, Calif.] : a conical valve opening outward from a 
ship and closed by the underwater pressure of the sea that is 
used esp. on a ballast tank of a submarine 

king's X inter], usu cap K&X i prob. short for king's excuse} — 
used as a cry in children's games to claim exemption from 
being tagged or caught or to call for a time out (how they 
make haste to cry with fingers crossed King^s X — no fairs to 
use it any more — Robert Frost) 

king's yellow n 1 : arsenic trisulfide used as a pigment 2 : or- 
piment 2 

king tody n ; royal flycatcher 

king truss n : a truss framed with a king post 

king turUe n : a large No. American soft-shelled turtle (Amyda 
spinijera) 

king vulture n : a large vulture (Sarcoramphus papa) ranging 
from Mexico to Paraguay that is creamy white in color with 
wings, rump, and tail black and the carunculate head and the 
neck colored scarlet, yellow, orange, and blue 

king-wa>na \kin'wSn9\ n, pi kingwana or Idngwanas usu 
cap X a dialect of Swahih widely used in the eastern Congo as a 
trade language 

king whiting n : a whiting (Menticirrhus americanus) of the 
east coast of No. America from Maryland to Texas 

king wiMiam pine X-'wilyamA n, usu cap K&Wiaher miliam 
IV tl837 king of England] : a Tasmanian tree (Atkrotaxis 
selaginoides) of the family Taxodiaceae with sharp-pointed 
leaves that curve inward and overlap loosely 

kingwood n 1 : the wood of any of various trees esp. of 
the genus Dalbergta; specif ; a handsome Brazilian wckkI from 
a tree (D.cearensis) of Cear& 2 : a tree that yields ktngwood 
3 ; goncalo alvbs 2 

ikink \'kiok\ vt -ed/-ing/-s [ME kinken — more at CHn^K] 
dial : to be seized with a kmk : gasp convulsively (as in laugh- 
ing or coughing) 
2kink \"\ n -s dial t a fit or paroxysm of coughing or laughter 

(the sister was in ~s of laumiter — Donagli MacDonagh) 
3kink \"\" -sTD; akin to MLG kinkekink — more at conoer] 
1 a : a short and often tight 
twist or curl caused by a dou- 
bling or winding of something 
(as a rope or hair) upon itself 
(looped hose should be 
changed ... to reverse folds 
and prevent '^s — G.E. 
Stecher) h : a bend in some- 
thing (as a line) otherwise 
straight ; indentation, pro- 
jection (a dozen curly streets with 
Wood tI950) (a ~ in a line on a graph) 
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in them — Thomas 
_ . , C ; a buckling of a 
railroad track due to longitudinal movement of the rails by 
creeping or expanding 2 a : a twist or turn in a p«^on's 
nature or disposition : a mental or physical peculiarity : eccen- 
tricity, QUIRK (the ^ in his psychology which made him such 
a menace to society — P.G.Wodehouse) (a suspicious contempt 
for the intellectual life ... is a in the American character 
— J.J.Wright) b ; an odd notion : whim (got a ~ in her head 
that diamonds she must have — Julian Hawthorne) 3 ; a 
clever and often unusual idea or method of doing something 
(every . . . time-saver, or quality-improvement suggestion 
entered in the contest — Textile Industries} (cost-cutting shop 
'^s — (7,5. Daily} 4 : a cramp or stiffness in some part of the 
body ; crick (taking the -^s out of his legs —Sinclair Lewis) 
6 a : an imperfection (as in design or construction) that is 
likely to cause difficulties in the operation of something (to 
spot the '^s . . . that get into an airplane as a result of ^faulty 
design — G.W.Gray b. 1886> (number of ~s ... to be ironed 
out of the system — Cecile Starr) h ; a particular type of 
imperfection in a crystal that is important in the theoretical 
study of plastic deformation 
*kink \"\ vb -ED/-ING/-S vi : to wind into or form a kink ; be- 
come tightly twisted at one or more points (vinyl hose . . . will 
not — Monsanto Mag.} vt ; to cause to form a kink ; make 
a kink in (the sinkers are projected forward to ~ the yarn 
around the needles — Pull- Fashioned Knitting Machine Primer} 
kin.kaid.er \kin'kadaCr)\ n -s usu cap [Moses P. Kinkaid 
tl922 Am. congressman + E -er] : a settler on free land in 
Nebraska under terms of the Kinkaid Act in 1904 which al- 
lowed each bona fide settler 640 acres upon payment of a 
filing fee of 14 dollars (the place Kinkaiders make their home 
. and prairie chickens freely roam — Carl Sandburg) 
kin>ka>iou \'kir]k9,jU\ n -s [F, of Algonquian origin; akin to 
Ojibwa gwingwaage wolverine — more at quickhatch] : a 
nocturnal arboreal carnivorous mammal (Potos caudivolvulus 
syn. Cercoleptes caudivolvulus) of the family Procyonidae 
inhabiting Mexico and Central and So. America that is about 
three feet long with a slender body, long prehensile tail, large 
lustrous eyes, and soft woolly yellowish brown fur 
kinkcough \'*,*\ n Vkink ■¥ cough} : whoopino cquoh 
kink-er \'kir)k3Cr)\ n -s [prob. fr. *kink + -«r3 : an acrobat or 

other performer in a circus 
kinkhab var of kincob 

kink.host \'kii3k,host\ n [ME (northern dial,)* fr. kinken to 
gasp + host cough — more at chink, hoast] archaic Scot 

I WHOOPING COUGH 

kin-kle \*kir]k3l\ n -s E ^kink -/c] : a little kink (to shake the 

^s out o' back an' legs — J. R. Lowell) 
kin-kled \-ld\ adf : having kinkles : kinky hair) 
kinkob var of kincob 
kinks pi oj KINK, pres 3d sing of KiNK 

kinky \'kiake, -ki\ adj -er/-est 1 ; having or full of kinks 
: closely twisted or curled (the Negro in Africa has short tight 
~ hair — Weston La Barre) 2 : lively, spirited (fresh and 
horses — Will James) 3 : gs<x)KED 2 (professional cal- 
ligraphic swindler and penman — Graphic Arts Monthly} 

kin. less \'kinlQs\ adj ; having no relatives (left for friendless 
and ~ souls —E.B.Tylor) 

kin.nery \'kin(3)re\ n Vkin -eryl South & Midland : kin- 
folk, relatives 



lki*lX0 N'fcSOnSX also 3dno gmn n -s [of African origin; akin 
to Mandingo keno, kano African kino] 1 : any of several 
dark red to black tannin-containing dried juices or extracts 
obtained from various tropical trees: as a : the dried juice 
obtained usu. from the trunk of an East Indian tree (Ptero- 
carpus marsupium) as brown or black fragments and used as 
an astringent in diarrhea — called also East India kino, 
Malabar kino h : butea gum c : eucalyptus gum 2 : a tree 
that produces kino <esp. Pterocarpus marsupium) 

^kino \"\ n -s [G, short for kinemato graph, fr. F cinemato- 
$raphe — more at cinematograph] : a motion-picture theater 
m Europe (fond of going to the — Truman Capote) 

kino see kin- 

kin-o-mere \'kin3,mi(9)r, 'kin-, -no,-\ « -s ikin- -f -mere"} 
: centromere 

kin-o-plasm \-,plaz9m\ also kin-o-plas-ma \,*s'plazma\ « 
[ISV kin- + -plasm, -plasma; orig. formed as G kinoplasma] 
: an active protoplasmic component held to form filaments and 
mobile structures (as ciUa or spindle fibers) — opposed to 
irophoplasm 

kin.D.rhynch \'^==,rir)k\ n -s [NL Kinorhyncha} : a worm of 

the class Kinorhyncha 
kin.o-rhyn-cha \.***riQka\ n pl^ cap [NL, fr. kin- -^ -rhyncha 
(fr. Gk rhynchos snout^ proboscis)]: a class of Aschelminthes 
comprismg minute marme worms of uncertain systematic posi- 
tion having certain resemblances to arthropods and annelids 
but prob. more closely related to the nematodes — see 
echinoderes 

kin.o.ster.ni.dae \,==*'staCr)n3,de\ n pi, cap CNL, fr. Kino- 
sternon, type genus 4- -idae'i : a small family of No. American 
freshwater turtles comprising the mud turtles 

kin-o.Ster.non \-)nan\ n, cap [NL, fr. kin- + Gk siernon 
breast ~~ more at .sternum] : a genus (the type of the family 
Kinosternidae) of No. American freshwater turtles distin- 
guished by fully hinged plastral lobes capable of completely 
closing the shell 

kinot or kinoth pi of kinah 

kin.ross-shire \kin'r6s(h),shi(a)r, - shorX or kin*ross \kin- 
'r0s\ adj, usu cap K [fr. Kinross-shire or Kinross county, Scot- 
land] : of or from the county of Kinross, Scotland X of the kind 
or style prevalent in Kinross 

kins pi of KIN 

-kins — see -kin 

kinsfolk var of kinfolk 

kin>Sha<sa \kin'shaS3\ adf, usu cap [fr. Kinshasa (formerly 
LeopoldvUle), capital of Congo] : of or from Kinshasa ; of 
the kind or style prevalent in Kinshasa 

kin-ship \'kin,ship\ n Vkin -ship} : the quality or state of 
being kin: as a J personal relationship by blood and sometimes 
by marriage (her ~ with no less than twelve sovereigns - A.P. 
Stanley) 1) ; relationship by descent from a comnion ancestor 
or membership in a common group (as a clan) (ihe Negroes 
. . . were already conscious of with other men similarly 
rnarked throughout the world —Oscar Handiin) (the instinc- 
tive British feelings of ^ and common freedom — Barbara 
Ward) (a ~ of man with other animals —Weston La Barre) 
C : the socially recognized relationship bctweeii people in a 
culture who are or are held to be biologically related or who 
are given the status of relatives by ritual a : a likeness in 
character or qualities t possession of common features (its 
mineral waters . . . carry startling ~ to seawater — Helen A, 
Levin) (in ... his character studies critics have found a ~ 
with the early Flemish masters —Amer. Guide Series: Mich.} 
e : a community of interest; esp : a sense of oneness (acquies- 
cence when negation seems to question our with the crowd 
— -B.N.Cardozo) (a sense of professional ^ — Douglas Bush) 
1 : a close connection between things that resembles a blood 
relationship (anthropology's ~ with the humanities) 

kinship system n : the system of social relationships connect- 
ing people in a culture who are or are held to be related and 
defining and regulating their reciprocal obligations (.kinship 
systems vary in different forms of social organization — Thomas 
Gladwin) 

kins.man X'kinzmsnX n, pi kinsmen [ME kinnesman, fr. kinnes 
(gen. of ^kin) + man] ; a man of the same race or family 
: one related by blood or somclimes by marriage I RELATION, 
relative (Polynesians, distant kinsmen of the New Zealand 
Maori — Ernest Beaglehole) (a very pjcat . . . American whom 
I am proud to call mv ~ — A.E.Stevenson tl965> 

kins.man*ship \-on,ship\ n : kinship 

kinS'people \'kinz,-(-,-\ "» pl kinspeople : relatives (reach 
their sick in Germany — B.J.Hendrick) 

kizis-woman \"+.-\ n. pi kinswomen [ME kinneswoman, fr. 
kinnes C^en. of »/;/«) + woman} ! a female relative (the mur- 
dered prmce had married a ~ of the earl — EA.Freeman) 

kin-tra \'kin.tra\ Scot var oj country 

kin.try \-ri\ Scot var oj country 

ki.nu.ra \k6'nara\ n ~s [prob. irreg. fr. Gk kinyra^ a kind of 
lyre. fr. Heb kinnorl i a small-scaled reed-organ pipe of thin 
nasal tone that is used in theater pipe organs for comic 

effects 

ki*o*ea \,keo'aa\« ~s [Hawaiian] : bristle-thighed curlew 
ki«o«ko \ke'o(^)ko\ n, pi kioko or kiokos usu cap i chokwe 1 
ki.o»re \ke'ore\ n -s [Maori] : the native rat {Rattus exulan) 
of New Zealand now wholly or nearly replac^ fay the intro- 
duced Norwegian and black rats 
ki'OSk also ki.osctue \'ke,ask sometimes or *kl,as.k\ n -s 
[Turk kiisk, fr. Per kQshk por- 
tico, palace] 1 : an open sum- 
merhouse or pavilion often hav- 
ing a roof supported by pillars 
and usu. built in gardens and 
parks {'^s on the heights above 
the Bosporus — Manchester 
Guardian Weekly} 2iF kiosgue, 
fr. Turk kosk} i a structure re- 
sembling or felt to rMemble a 
kiosk: as a : an outdoor news- 
stand (the bountiful supply of 
newspapers displayed on every 
~ — i.F.Fraser) tola structure 
housing the entrance to a sub- 
way C chiefly Brit % a stand or 
booth at which merchandise is 
sold or information is provided 
(bought tea and buns at the 
station — Lionel Shapiro) (the ticket >■ 
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closed —T.W.Dun- 
can) (a iittie information — Irish Digest} d ; telephone 
BOOTH (the red telephone --^s ... at the side of the road 
—Richard Joseph) e : a structure used as a receptacle or as 
housing for machinery (transformer for the distribution of 
electricity — World} 
ki>o-wa \'ki3,wa, -,wa, -3W3\ n, pi kiowa or kiowas usu cap 
[Kiowa Gd~i-gwu, Kd-i-gwu, lit., principal people] 1 a : a 
Tanoan people in adjoining parts of Oklahoma, Kansas, 
Colorado, New Mexico, and Texas 1) : a member of such 
people 2 : the language of the Kiowa people 
kiowa apache n, usu cap K&A 1 a : an Athapascan people 
associated with the Kiowa b ; a member of such people 
2 : the language of the Kiowa Apache people 
IKip \'kip\ n -s Cobs. D, bundle of hides, bundle of flax, fr. 
MD; akin to MLG kip bundle of hides, bunch of fish, ON 
kippi bundle, sheaf] 1 : a set or bundle of undressed hides 
of young or small animals (as calves, lambs, colts) 2 : one of 
the undressesl hides in a kip; specij : a skin coming from a bo- 
vine animal in size between a calf and a matured animal and 



